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Attachment to SF-95 
Anna King 
 
Question 8. BASIS OF CLAIM (State in detail the known facts and circumstances attending the 
damage, injury, or death, identifying persons and property involved, the place of occurrences and 
the cause thereof. Use additional pages if necessary). 
 
 Anna King is a retired U.S. Army captain who received a Bronze Star and Purple Heart for 
her service in Iraq. She is also an outspoken critic of the Trump administration’s decision to 
mobilize National Guard units in Washington, D.C., the city she calls home. Throughout the past 
year, as Guard members have patrolled her neighborhood, Ms. King made her opposition to their 
presence known by displaying signs on her front patio. Messages on the signs have included, 
“Occupation: Troops Out” and “National Guard Stop Being So Embarrassing.” 
 
 On the evening of May 8, 2026, Ms. King was seated on a bench in front of her apartment 
at 65 New York Avenue NW. At around 7:05 p.m., as she was quietly scrolling on her phone, three 
National Guardsmen walked through the gate and announced that they were placing Ms. King in 
detention. They did not have a warrant and did not explain the basis for detaining her. Ms. King 
told the Guardsmen not to touch her and began walking toward the stairs leading to her apartment. 
The Guardsmen blocked her from going inside and pushed her away from the staircase. 
Surrounding her, they grabbed her arms and back and shoved her toward the concrete patio. Two 
of the Guardsmen pressed their weight down on her and cuffed her wrists behind her back, 
extraordinarily tightly, with plastic handcuffs. Ms. King repeatedly screamed in pain, but the 
Guardsmen continued to hold her down and did nothing to help her. One Guardsmen pressed his 
knee into her back and pulled her arms upward, increasing the pain. 
 
 A Guardsman squatted on top of Ms. King, holding onto the handcuffs, for about eight 
minutes, keeping her immobilized, her face against the concrete. As additional National 
Guardsmen arrived on scene, Ms. King complained that her shoulder hurt and pleaded for the 
Guard members to loosen the handcuffs, but no one did. She asked why she was being detained 
but received no response. 
 
 At roughly 7:19 p.m., two Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) arrived at the property 
and spoke with the Guardsmen. The officers then rolled Ms. King onto her side and placed her in 
a seated position, explaining that they “just want to get you off your stomach so we don’t restrict 
your breathing.” To that point, Ms. King had been on her stomach for about 15 minutes. 
 
 Responding to Ms. King’s pleas for help, one of the MPD officers took out a pair of scissors 
and tried to cut the plastic handcuffs off her wrists.  The cuffs were on so tight, though, that the 
officer could not slip the scissors under them. At the officer’s urging, one of the Guardsmen finally 
released Ms. King from the plastic handcuffs. All told, the cuffs had been digging into her wrists 
and cutting off circulation for about 17 minutes, leaving deep grooves and bruises on her arm. The 
MPD officers replaced the plastic handcuffs with metal ones, which were less tight. 
 
 The National Guardsmen and MPD officers kept Ms. King handcuffed on the patio for 
roughly another 40 minutes, purportedly so that the National Guard could conduct a “second 
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