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Attachment to SF-95 on behalf of Dzhuliya Dashtamirova 

 

Question 8. BASIS OF CLAIM. 

(State in detail the known facts and circumstances attending the damage, injury, or death, identifying persons and property involved, the place of 
occurrence and the cause thereof. Use additional pages if necessary).  

On June 1, 2020, a week after George Floyd’s murder, Dzhuliya (alternatively Dahuliya) 

Dashtamirova and her roommate traveled to Washington, D.C. from their home in Baltimore to 

participate in a civil rights demonstration. Like countless other Americans, Ms. Dashtamirova and 

her roommate were outraged by the killing of Mr. Floyd and Breonna Taylor, and sought to engage 

in peaceful protest as a means of demanding racial justice and an end to police brutality.  

 

Ms. Dashtamirova and her roommate took the Metro to Farragut North Station, where they learned 

that protestors had been tear gassed at Lafayette Square about a half hour earlier. Committed to 

voicing their opposition to racism, Ms. Dashtamirova and her roommate decided to march anyway. 

They headed one block south, where they found a group of protestors standing a couple of blocks 

from the White House, which was blocked by riot police. Ms. Dashtamirova and her roommate 

joined the demonstrators and marched with them for several hours, first heading south to the 

National Mall, then looping around it and heading to U Street, before turning south again and 

walking toward Chinatown.  

 

Helicopters had hovered high above the crowd for the entire night. But starting at approximately 

9:50 p.m., two military helicopters, a Lakota with a red cross medical evacuation insignia and a 

Blackhawk, flew low over dozens of protestors as they marched near Gallery Place. The 

helicopters were operated by National Guard pilots, who had received orders to use the vehicles 

to disperse the demonstrations.  

 

One of the helicopters descended low above a group of protestors on 7th Street that included Ms. 

Dashtamirova and her roommate. Ms. Dashtamirova did not hear any warning or dispersal orders 

before the National Guard commenced this tactic. She feared that the helicopter was going to land 

on the street and that armed officers would jump out and physically harm her. As the helicopter 

hovered above the demonstrators, it generated powerful gusts of wind, creating a swirl of dirt and 

debris that got into Ms. Dashtamirova’s eyes and mouth and stung her arms. She and her roommate 

ducked down and put their protest posters over their heads in an attempt to protect themselves 

from the wind, trash, and shards of glass that the helicopter stirred up.  

 

After a few minutes, the Blackhawk increased its altitude. At that point, Ms. Dashtamirova and 

the other protestors fled to the intersection of 5th and E Streets NW, near the National Academy of 

Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. There, shortly before 10 p.m., again without warning or a 

dispersal order, the Blackhawk descended low above the protestors and hovered there for 

approximately four minutes. When the Blackhawk flew away, the Lakota relieved it, flying as low 

as 45 feet above the ground. The gusts of wind from the helicopters swept up dust and debris, 

which once again got into Ms. Dashtamirova’s mouth and stung her arms. After several minutes, 

the helicopter flew west down E Street, and Ms. Dashtamirova and her roommate escaped.  
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The tactic employed by the National Guard, known as a “rotor wash,” is one that the United States 

Armed Forces has used as an intimidation tactic in Afghanistan, Iraq, and in other conflict zones 

around the world. When the National Guard employed this tactic in the District, its helicopters 

generated winds that reached speeds equivalent to those that arise during a tropical storm,  

snapping a small tree, breaking at least one large branch from another tree, and ripping signs from 

buildings. Through its use of the rotor wash, the National Guard intentionally put Ms. 

Dashtamirova in fear of immediate bodily harm, in fact caused harmful or offensive bodily contact, 

and inflicted severe emotional distress through extreme and outrageous conduct. Her injuries are 

described in more detail in Question 10. 

 

Question 9. PROPERTY DAMAGE. 

 

N/A.  

 

Question 10. PERSONAL INJURY. 

 

The helicopter attack whipped debris into Ms. Dashtamirova’s body and face, stinging her arms 

and causing her to experience irritation in her eyes for several days following the incident. The 

attack also caused Ms. Dashtamirova severe emotional distress. During the weeks that followed, 

she lost sleep, struggled to concentrate at work, and spent hours trying to process the incident and 

grapple with her fears that it would occur again. For several weeks, she also almost exclusively 

protested during the day out of fear of experiencing attacks similar to the one she endured on the 

night of June 1.  

 

The incident also intensified Ms. Dashtamirova’s migraines. Although she suffered from migraines 

before the incident, she had worked with her doctor to identify medication that alleviated her 

symptoms. Her headaches significantly worsened in the days following the attack, forcing her to 

obtain a new medication that, even now, four months later, still does not fully treat her pain. In 

addition to the headaches, Ms. Dashtamirova continues to feel anxiety when she sees police 

officers or helicopters and when she attends protests.   

 

Question 11. WITNESSES 

 

Many individuals observed this incident, including Ms. Dashtamirova’s roommate at the time, 

Camellia Magness. Ms. Magness now resides at  

. Ms. Dashtamirova reserves the right to identify additional witnesses 

during any future stages of any settlement negotiations or administrative or judicial proceedings 

on her claims.  

 

Question 12a. Property Damage 

 

N/A 

 

Question 12b. Personal Injury  

 

$200,000 
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Question 12c. Wrongful Death  

 

N/A 

 

Question 12d. TOTAL 

 

$200,000 

 

 




